
MANY RIVERS TO CROSS

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS, LONDON W6 9BN 
2 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER 2022



As part of Totally Thames Festival 2022 and for its 

Annual Exhibition, Riverside Artists Group (RAG) 

presents MANY RIVERS TO CROSS, a show of new 

work in the gallery spaces at Riverside Studios, 

Hammersmith, London, W6 9BN, open daily from  

2 September until 2 October 2022.

Using the Thames as inspiration or metaphor, 

much of the work has evolved from the ‘River’ 

exhibitions for Totally Thames 2021. This time 

artists collaborate with another artist, poet, object 

or app. to show a compelling exploration of rivers 

and water. 

The exhibition programme includes a variety of free 

public workshops, funded by Arts Council England, 

and also the Private View, in association with 

Thames Festival 2022, all at Riverside Studios. 

RIVERSIDESTUDIOS.CO.UK

Instagram: @riversidestudioslondon 

RIVERSIDEARTISTSGROUP.COM 

There will be daily postings on RAG’s Instagram:  

@riversideartistsgroup

FREE PUBLIC EVENTS 

FRIDAY, 2 SEPTEMBER, 5.45-8PM 

Main Foyer: Private View and opening of the  

exhibition ‘Many Rivers to Cross’ with performance  

(c15 mins) by dance artist Giacomo Pini in 

collaboration with Martin Ireland. 

SATURDAYS 10 & 17 SEPTEMBER, 2-4.30PM 

Lantern Workshops with Máire Gartland and Janey 

Hagger, using stained glass collage. 

SATURDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER, 3-5PM

Spontaneous art and storytelling workshop with  

Felicity Swan and Belinda McKenna-Bicknell of  

Curious House of Stories. 

SATURDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER 6.30-7PM

Candlelit lantern walk from Riverside Studios over 

Hammersmith Bridge with lanterns made at the 

workshops to celebrate the Totally Thames  

Festival 2022.  

FURTHER INFORMATION AND TO BOOK:

Online: riversidestudios.co.uk

Phone: 020 8237 1000



Mike Abrahams with Francesca Giuliano
THERE TO HERE TO THERE 

We’ve all crossed many rivers – physical and metaphorical 
– to get to the here and now. Some were before our 
time, some on our behalf, and some are still to cross. 
Supported by CityLit, London, 200 participants answered 
four questions: Where do you live? Where were you born? 
Where are your ancestors from? Where would you like  
to be? The work comprises 54 monoprints curated around 
six emergent themes.

email: mike@abrahams.uk.com

Susan Bazin with Heather Allan 
THE RIVER WITHIN US: 
REFLECTIONS, BURIALS AND BONES 

Our collaboration comprises a painting, figurative but 
not literal, and a complementary piece of writing. We are 
thinking of the River Thames as it has inspired works of 
literature, including their historical context, and also how  
it has engaged and become a metaphor for layers of 
human consciousness.

info@riversideartistsgroup.com



Lynne Beel with Art Techniques
SUFFOCATION WOOD AND ITS RIVER-FLOWS 

The medium of collaboration that has been worked on, 
lies within the actual combining of artistic TECHNIQUES 
and the different materials employed in this selected 
artwork. Through the streaming, and pulling apart, within 
the seams coming up through the painting, glimpses of 
other worlds, rivers, and lost dreams appear.

info@riversideartistsgroup.com

Clare Belfield inspired by Joseph Conrad 
LANDFALLS AND DEPARTURES

Joseph Conrad, a qualified Master Mariner, wrote about 
the Thames in “Mirror of the Sea”. He called it the Faithful 
River. His essay ‘Landfalls and Departures’ has names 
found along its course. Some are familiar, some less 
known but important when the Thames was a commercial 
river: North Foreland, Nore Sands, Four Fathom Channel, 
Tilbury, Albert Docks. 

email: clare.ellen@me.com



Peter Blegvad and John Greaves
PIPELINE

‘Pipeline’ is a song on the 1977 album ‘Kew. Rhone’, 
a collaboration between John Greaves (music) and me 
(lyrics and illustrations). The lithograph shows the lyrics 
and illustrations from the album sleeve. In the background, 
an antique map of Kew Gardens onto which part of a  
map of the river Rhône is superimposed.

insta: @peterblegvad

Natalia Bobrova with Madeleine Marsh
RIVER REFLECTIONS 

The painting’s frame is made from finds mudlarked from 
the Thames riverbed dating from the Roman period 
onwards, and inset with contemporary landscapes of the 
river. Past and present are brought together and, when 
each person looks at their reflection, the image is added  
to and the River story continues to flow.

www.nataliabobrova.com



G.Calvert, Clive Barger
DEAD RECKONING 
(navigation by river used in extremis by WW2 pilots)

This painting of Guy Gibson made by Clive Barger from 
a short-lived press photo taken in 1943, has always 
fascinated me. The size and position of the figure indicate 
questions about the iconography of heroes, patriotism and 
nationalism. Leant against the wall, my multi-image print 
juxtaposed at the top, presents an opportunity to review  
the issues. 

email: g@gcalvert.com

Stephen Carter with Rita Parniczky
WORLD WITHOUT BORDERS WALLS 

In our desire for clarity - things become obscured. The 
artwork responds to questions of clarity and partial 
obscurity through conversation. There are exchanges  
and experiments with hybrid working between us both.  
It explores the possibility of collaboration where differing 
voices are held in tension; where viewpoints compete  
and overlay. 

insta: @stephencarterpaintings



Grazyna Cydzik with Thames Low Tides 
DISPLACED 

The title refers to objects collected from various locations 
on the Thames foreshore at low tide. My collaboration with 
the tides has resulted in a series of hybrid prints. Each sheet 
of archival art paper has undergone several processes and 
the identity of the original object is now ambiguous.

insta: @grazynacydzik

Brian Deighton with Simon Hiscock
NO MORE BLAH BLAH BLAH/ WAVE3 

We interpreted the show’s title as a metaphor for the 
creative process of making a painting, and explored 
differences and similarities with a view to show 2 paintings 
as one work. The contrast raises questions about the 
methods one has come to rely on and whether that 
dialogue can successfully merge into one. 

insta: @briandeighton.art



Josie Deighton with Anastasia Fregang
CONDUCTING ENERGY 

Josie Deighton has been collaborating with artist, 
performer and dancer, Anastasia Freygang, since 2017. 
Josie sets the scene with physical constraints and word 
prompts while Anastasia responds with movement. Josie 
makes recordings, and from these references draws frames 
which will form part of a larger stop frame animation.

insta: @josie.deighton.artist

Lucille Dweck (painting), Joe Cang (song),  
Saul Boyer (poem)
NIGHT THAMES 

The Thames is an accumulation of ancient dreams layered 
upon modern ones. The painting, song and poem explore 
the same place from related interlocking perspectives. 
Anchored in different generations, experiences and 
memory, they live together in one space. Like the waters  
in the river.

insta: @lucilledweck



Shona Elrick using the App ‘what3words’ 
3 TIMES 3 

The App: what3words, identifies any 3m location on Earth 
using 3 words. I selected 9 sets of what3words around 
Riverside Studios for their sense of serendipity, synchronicity 
or poetry. I expressed these through word, mark or colour 
in oil paint and newsprint collage.

insta: @shonaelrickart

Chloe Fremantle using Ordnance Survey Map 
HOME SWEET HOME: RIVER OF LIFE

Featured within this painting as collage elements are parts 
of the OS Landranger 176 identifying the sampler-like 
aspects of “Home Sweet Home“. The winding line of the 
Thames “River of  Life”, hovers high in the image, whilst the 
whole work is offered in homage to Helen Frankenthaler.

www.chloefremantle.com



Máire Gartland with Cathy Dineen 
THE CROSSING 

Cathy painted the icon …that was the starting point... 
Máire pursued the Stygian drama. Along the way there 
were rivers to cross, stories to tell, dogs to rescue and 
befriend. We both work with paint, clay and installation… 
Collaboration is inevitable.

www.mairegartland.co.uk

Saadeh George with Vanessa Nova Nassar
WATER, LIGHT AND REFLECTIONS  

An installation of felt fabric and acrylic paintings inspired 
by water and skies. “Watching the river, skies, a sunrise, 
a sunset and their reflections on surfaces are intense 
moments, a magical escapist space surrounded by colours 
and light.” 

insta: SaadehGeorge_artist



Sarah Granville with Jackson Holmes 
PROTECTION PIECES: 
TEDDINGTON LOCK TO THAMES BARRIER

A series of monotypes referring to locations on the A to Z 
grid between the Thames Barrier, without which London 
would flood, and Teddington, the limit of the tidal Thames. 
Five monotypes respond to particular areas of interest and 
connection: Millbank, Leamouth & Bow Creek, Chiswick 
Eyot, Oliver’s Island.

www.sarahgranville.com

Aude Grasset inspired by Thames 21 river survey
WHALE SONG

In 2010 the Thames was hailed the least polluted river 
in the world. In 2020, it was found to carry the highest 
recorded levels of micro plastics on the planet: up to 
94,000 pieces can flow down every second. To understand 
through recording data, I picked litter along the tidal 
riverbed which inspired my painting.

www.audegrasset.com



Janey Hagger with Shepherd Manyika
BOAT (Detail)  

A boat sculpture with backdrop. The human body and 
the boat have shared histories of trauma, travel and 
environmental impact. The life of the River is woven into  
the boat with found materials from the riverbed. The 
nodding figure (as in hip-hop) exists in many landscapes. 
An affirmation and confirmation of being present.

insta: @janeyhaggerart

Anton Harding and Pauline Harding 
BINOMIAL #22

Pauline Harding’s picture is from her 30-piece Binomial  
set of dyed paper collage titled ‘Water of the Celestial 
River’. ‘A Duet Shifts’ takes two pieces of collage and is a 
son’s homage to his mother. We spoke of working together. 
This piece is a first step to carrying this idea forward. 

www.photostudy2012@gmail.com



Martin Ireland with Giacomo Pini
SO FAR, SO CLOSE 

Martin and Giacomo have taken Hammersmith riverside 
as a source of inspiration and backdrop for Many Rivers 
To Cross. The tidal Thames can be both calming and 
menacing. It’s always moving and symbolises both the 
passing of time while reflecting our mood in this post 
pandemic era.

insta: @Ireland2591

Seil Lien with Geoff Lee 
BLOOD RIVER

This is a father and daughter collaboration telling the story 
of Geoff’s uncle/Seil’s great-uncle through a Tang Dynasty 
poem. The painting speaks about the crossing of water 
becoming symbolic of not only the journey of life but the 
journey to the hereafter.

www.seillienart.com



C. Morey de Morand inspired by poet  
Langston Hughes 
LA CHASSE   

“Can’t we just say it is a North American poem (which 
it is) from her childhood, and about the spiritual power 
and force of nature that has inspired her emotional 
involvement with the creation of the painting? The poem  
is ‘I’ve Known Rivers’ by Langston Hughes, 1921.”

email: cmdmstudio393@gmail.com

Jane Oldfield with Araba Ocran (Bad Behaviour)
THE FORGOTTEN RIVER   

Over the years the river Thames has been cleaned up, 
gentrified, and become expensive to live near. But there 
are still parts that have been left, mostly forgotten and 
dirty, that somehow, visually, are more intriguing than the 
cleaned-up version.

www.badbehaviour.london 



Denise M Semple aka Onayemi inspired by  
bell hooks and Yoko Ono 
BELL’S BRAIDS

Seven portraits of people sporting braids as worn by the 
intellectual bell hooks. ‘bell’s braids’ simplifies identity 
concepts like: Gender; Hair, Culture, Work, Money, 
representing rebellion, feminism, activism, freedom. In 
the process: Local history, Performance art inspired by 
Yoko Ono and the yarn braids are recycled.

www.dee@tidyupmedia.com

Sena Shah and Miles Watson 
ACHERON 2, A RESPONSE (SENA SHAH); 
ACHERON 1 (MILES WATSON) (Details)

The source painting is inspired by a river in Northwest 
Greece. It’s beauty, translucency, dark wild descent, 
intriguing mythology and sinister association with death 
inspired Miles’s original abstract. Both artists agreed it was 
a suitable topic for collaboration, suiting Sena’s technique 
of working with felt and lenticular process.

www.senashah.com
www.mileswatson.com



Felicity Swan with Belinda McKenna-Bicknell 
EAGLE WITNESSES THE WAKENING WORLD

Regular collaborators, Felicity and Belinda (of Curious 
House of Stories) combine intuitive drawing with oral 
storytelling as they respond to each other within the 
moment to create a unique performance. 

www.felicityswan.com

Celia Toler with Pam Toler
OIL 1 (Detail)  

Sisters, exploring conflict and climate crisis, present 
2 photographic diptychs from tableaux installations. 
Through each a bridge crosses a river but in the second 
image something has changed. The film ‘Agree to 
Disagree’ (insta: @riversideartistsgroup) begins at the 
Millennium Bridge and shows meetings on many bridges.

email: celiatoler@hotmail.com  

 



Stephen Williams with Frans van den Boogaard 
EBB AND FLOW  

Using the 64 squares of a chessboard with the urban and 
mountain locations of each artist, the project describes 
phenomena that alters themselves in a regular and 
repetitive way. As a metaphor, the title refers to the constant 
flux that is always present in our lives.

www.slwilliams-art.co.uk

RIVERSIDE ARTISTS GROUP (RAG) 

Established in 1986, RAG has become a diverse group of 
40 members, including established artists, fine art lecturers 
as well as newcomers and professionals from related 
disciplines. This historic organisation has an exciting and 
progressive membership whose practice utilises many 
disciplines to produce work and innovative exhibitions that 
span contemporary visual art forms. 

RAG’s collaboration with Riverside Studios began in 1986 
when they provided an office from which RAG organised 
exhibitions and cultural events. In 1988 RAG was invited 
by John Baraldi (Riverside Studios’ CEO 1985-89) to 
take part in the first exchange, pre-perestroika, between a 
group of British and Russian Artists. Lasting over two years 
it culminated in a major touring exhibition which previewed 
at Riverside TV Studios. In 1989 Riverside Studios selected 
from RAG, ‘Six Artists’, which was shown in the Gallery. 
Also in the Gallery in 1997, ‘New Labour’ was curated by 
Peter Kennard and opened by Mark Fisher MP (Minister for 
the Arts). 

RAG’s Annual shows took place in the foyer from 2006-
2013. In 2019/20 RAG mounted Riverside@Riverside, the 
inaugural show in the new building. 

RIVERSIDEARTISTSGROUP.COM



RIVERSIDE TRUST, RIVERSIDE STUDIOS

For over 45 years, Riverside Studios has been home to 
an extraordinary mix of theatre, film, comedy, art, dance, 
music and television.

It has attracted the world’s best creative talents including 
Samuel Beckett, David Bowie, Benjamin Zephaniah,  
Amy Winehouse, Yoko Ono, Allen Ginsberg, Tadeusz 
Kantor, Lenny Henry and Michael Clark, and brought us 
much loved TV shows including Doctor Who, Top of the 
Pops and TFI Friday, through to Have I Got News for You 
and Eggheads.

Following a total redevelopment of the site, Riverside 
Studios are at the beginning of the next creative chapter 
driven by a belief in the power of creativity to bring people 
together, to unlock potential and spark positive change in 
the world. Riverside Studios are for the community, artists 
and audiences. 

RIVERSIDESTUDIOS.CO.UK

TOTALLY THAMES 2022

Totally Thames is an annual season of unique, diverse 
and accessible arts and culture throughout the month of 
September with activity taking place on, beneath, and 
along the River Thames. Launched in 2014, Totally Thames 
emerged from the idea to expand and replace the hugely 

successful two-day Thames Festival along the South Bank 
and Bankside that ran from 1997-2013. The month-long 
programme runs the 42-mile stretch of the Thames through 
working collaboratively with artists, local communities, river 
interest organisations and businesses.

Each year they run an open call for events to be part of the 
programme, ranging from pop-up performances, boating 
events, art installations, river clean-ups, live performances, 
talks, workshops and much more. 

THAMESFESTIVALTRUST.ORG

ARTS COUNCIL ENGLAND

Arts Council England is a non-departmental public body 
of the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport. 
It was formed in 1994 when the Arts Council of Great 
Britain was divided into three separate bodies for England, 
Scotland and Wales. It is dedicated to promoting the 
performing, visual and literary arts in England and, since 
1994, has been responsible for distributing lottery funding 
which has helped to transform arts organisations and to 
create much additional high-quality arts activity. 

It believes that great art and culture inspires us, brings us 
together and teaches us about ourselves and the world 
around us.

ARTSCOUNCIL.ORG.UK


